NATALIE + RICH

Hello!
Thank you for
taking a moment to
get to know us!
Through our book, we hope you get a glimpse
of who we are, the love and values we share,
the fun we have, and the way we live life so
you can feel reassured about the type of life
your little one would have with us. We have
both wanted to be parents our entire lives and
are very grateful you’re considering us.
Growing our family through adoption has
always been part of our plan. Thank YOU for
considering adoption for your child. We are
praying for you as you figure out the best option
for you and your precious baby. If you decide to
make an adoption plan, we commit to respect
you and the level of openness and contact you
want to have with your child. We will honor you
in our home and your child will know that your
incredibly selfless gift has allowed them to be
loved by multiple families.
We hope you pick us; however, no matter the
outcome, our biggest hope for you is that you
are surrounded by the love and support you
deserve as you navigate the decisions ahead.
Once again, thank you for taking the time to
consider us.
Much love,
Rich and Natalie

OUR STORY
We met in 2017 and were instantly drawn to
each other. After exchanging a few emails and
having a two-hour first phone call (where Rich
had Natalie laughing nearly the entire time),
our first date lasted 10 hours! Drinks led to
dinner which led to a long walk which led to
talking until the wee hours of the morning.
And from there, we never looked back! We
were engaged 11 months later and married just
19 months after we first met. (Rich proposed to
Natalie where we had our first date - with our
friends watching from a balcony above and

Natalie’s brother hiding close by to take some
pictures!)
Our shared values; Christian faith; similar
heritage (we both come from Italian families
in NY and NJ); and common interests in travel,
hiking, the beautiful outdoors of Colorado
(Natalie moved here in 2001; Rich in 2008),
good food, and hosting friends and family
for holidays and impromptu dinners drew us
together.

WHAT RICH
LOVES BEST

HI! I’M

NATALIE

Natalie is the kindest and most loving person
I’ve ever known. She has a smile that can light up
a room. Her dedication to our marriage, family
and friends is amazing. I love being married to
her, she’s my best friend. Natalie puts people
before herself and people love being around her.
Having Natalie as my wife is the best thing I’ve
ever been a part of.
Natalie will be a great mom because she is so
kind, compassionate, nurturing, understanding
and fun.

My first few years of life were amazing, but when
my mom became ill (with paranoid schizophrenia),
everything changed. My parents separated, and we
kids were put in foster care a few times. We all came
back together, but things were still hard and my
mom was still sick. She went to the hospital multiple
times (each for a few months) - and my dad took care
of us all while still working. I helped a lot with my
younger siblings until my parents divorced and I left
for college.

Through the years, I’ve held various roles and am now
an IT manager. While the jobs have varied, my work
has focused on business operations and processes. I
love making things more efficient for those around
me.

I also enjoy personal development and mentoring. I
have mentored a “little sister” (through Big Brothers
Big Sisters) for over 14 years and other young women
for shorter periods. I recently became a certified
Enneagram coach and hope to own my own business
Although things were hard, I got through because soon, which will give me the flexibility to be a stayof my faith in Jesus and my love for school. My at-home mom while also helping contribute to our
dad always talked about Jesus and prayed with us family’s expenses.
for my mom. I read a lot and loved to sing. I went
to a Christian elementary and middle school and In addition to the hobbies Rich and I share, I enjoy
then a public high school, where I was involved in reading, music, cooking, healthy living, and spending
choir, yearbook, student council, and drama. I went time with friends. I often dream of cooking with my
to a Christian college in Indiana. After graduation, I future children, teaching them to sing and play the
accepted a job at a Christian non-profit in Colorado. piano, sharing my favorite books with them and
I’ve been in Colorado ever since!
being active with them.

HEY! I’M

RICH

WHAT
NATALIE
LOVES BEST
Rich is the most loyal, family-oriented, protective,
fun, adventurous, hard working, generous and
loving man I know. He’s so outgoing, has never
met a stranger and knows how to make anyone
feel at home. One of my very favorite things
about him is how thoughtful he is, meaning he
thinks deeply about things we talk about and
applies them to his life as appropriate. He’s quick
to apologize when he needs to and he always
stands up for the people, things and principles
that are most important to him. And in case
that makes him sound too serious - just know,
we’re loud, silly, snarky, gregarious and fun too!
When people come to our house for dinner, they
often get dinner and a show because we’re so
ridiculous. He brings out the best in me.
I can’t wait to see him as a dad - he’s already so
great with so many of our friends’ children, and I
know he’ll be even more amazing with those who
will get to call him “Daddy.”

I grew up in New Jersey in a Christian
household with my Mom, Dad and younger
brother. My family is very close and family is
very important. My Grandparents are Italian
immigrants and that culture has always been
meaningful to me. I have worked in a hotel for
the past 10 years and enjoy helping the people
who stay there. I enjoy hanging out with friends,

disc golf, sports, hiking, movies, camping and
love traveling with my wife. I fly to New Jersey
to visit my family a lot. My faith is important
to me, and I enjoy volunteering and helping
people. I’m really looking forward to taking my
future children fishing and camping, playing
sports with them and being a strong, present
and loving father to them.

A FEW OF OUR

favorite things..

• Hosting dinner parties
or holiday celebrations
(Thanksgiving and July
4th are our favorites!)
• Hiking / Snowshoeing
• Eating good food
• Reading
• Watching movies
• Camping
• Traveling - to new
countries and around
the US

MAKING
MEMORIES
(family traditions)

• Hosting Thanksgiving
(friendsgiving)
• Having a huge 4th of July Party
• Making Italian Christmas cookies
• Spending Christmas with our
families
• Getting Christmas ornaments from
all of the places we visit together
• Christmas overnight with our
“niece” - Christmas lights,
adventures and yummy food
• Monthly “family dinners” for
friends
• Weekend getaways
• Going to church on Sundays

OUR HOME &
NEIGHBORHOOD
We enjoy where we live, which we
like to call “urban suburbia.” We
live near a city - with easy access
to everything we could want while also being just a short drive
away from the mountains. Our
neighborhood is usually quiet,
with a city park and playground
just next door and lots of walking
paths and gardens nearby. We
live in a duplex with a big patio,
yard and vegetable garden. We
can’t wait to see it filled with
children and toys!

While we miss living near most of
our family (one of Natalie’s brothers
does live nearby), we have developed
a close group of friends from both
our church and work who are like
family. We love all that Colorado has
to offer and look forward to sharing
this beautiful place of beauty and
adventure with children.

NATALIE'S

FAMILY

my family is a mix of My big fat greek wedding & everybody loves
raymond - we're big, loud, fun & loving.
I have three sisters, two brothers (I am second oldest),
three nieces and two nephews. We grew up in New York
and Pennsylvania and now live around the country. We
try to get together at least once a year - for a summer
beach vacation or for Christmas - and we keep in touch
through text, Facetime and phone. We’re excited to have
a little one join in on our family adventures!

In the midst of the fun, we’ve also experienced hardship.
My mother had paranoid schizophrenia throughout my
childhood, finally leaving us when I was 18. We lost
touch with her, knowing only that she was homeless
near Washington, DC. Sadly, she passed away in 2018,
just a month after turning 60.

RICH'S

FAMILY

my family lives mostly on the east coast where I grew up & I
travel home to see them as much as possible.
My mom and dad are both retired and enjoying time
spent with each other. My brother and sister-in-law live
on the east coast as well. They have no children of their
own - but they are a very dedicated uncle and aunt to
my sister-in-law’s siblings’ children. They can’t wait to
spoil the children who join my family, especially as he/

she will be the first grandchild and niece/nephew in
our family! I have many uncles and aunts with lots of
cousins. It’s usually a happy time when we can all get
together. Food is very important to us, and we like to
have family dinners and barbecues. I’m very close with
my family and talk to them a few times a week.

Promise
OUR

TO YOU

WE BOTH HAVE ALWAYS WANTED TO BE PARENTS.
Natalie, having been a foster child a few times, dreamed
for most of her life of being able to offer the same sort
of love, safety and security to children - adoptive and
foster - that she received during some of the hardest
moments of her childhood. When she shared her dream
with Rich early in our dating relationship, he agreed
instantly, saying, “I was given a lot by my family. Of
course I want to give that to others.” So, from there,
we knew adoption would be part of our story. We had
expected to expand our family through both adoption
and biologically - but after a few years of trying to get
pregnant naturally, we decided it was time to pursue
adoption.
Our promise to you is that we will cultivate an
environment of unconditional love, safety, joy, laughter,
support, fun and adventure - with God, family and
friends at the center. And, we promise to raise your
beautiful child to have a deep appreciation for you and
the loving decision you have made.

GRACE
+ PEACE
TO YOU IN THE DAYS TO COME. AND NO
MATTER WHERE THIS JOURNEY LEADS YOU,
WE PRAY YOU'LL FEEL HOPE AND COMFORT
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.

