Matt & Stephanie

H

Our Story

“

We lead a quiet life living in a Colorado mountain town with our dog, Lulu.

ello! We are Matt and Stephanie. We are so grateful to you for considering us in your search
to find loving parents for your child.

Our story began all the way back on our first day of law school, when we happened to sit
next to each other in class. We built a solid friendship that semester and remained friends
throughout law school. After graduation, Matt moved to Chicago for his job while Stephanie
stayed in St. Louis. But despite the fast pace of our careers, we kept in touch. Matt eventually
left his job to pursue writing and was living in Park City, Utah. One year, when he came back
home to St. Louis for Thanksgiving, we decided to grab dinner together. Well, that turned out to
be a very important dinner, because before the weekend was over, Stephanie had scheduled a
trip to Utah to visit him!
Over the next year and a half, we dated long-distance, and eventually, we moved in together in
Colorado. We got a dog–an 18-month old rescue–and planned our wedding. Sadly, COVID got in
the way.

Slightly frightened at the edge of Victoria
Falls on the Zambezi River in Zambia

So, we just went to the
courthouse with our parents
and formally started our lives
together!

Outdoor concerts are the best and the Avett
Brothers at Red Rocks did not disappoint!

As a couple, we have a clear
vision of our future family, which
includes one child. However,
Stephanie started menopause
early, so natural childbirth is both
very unlikely and potentially
dangerous. Therefore, we made
the decision to pursue adoption
and cannot wait to bring a child
into our lives!

Skiing, first in Utah, then in Colorado, has
consistently been our favorite winter “date”

”

“

About
Stephanie

My career as a tax lawyer has been a perfect fit for me. I’m a
partner at my firm and also serve as the first ever woman on
my firm’s Executive Committee.

G

rowing up, I always loved being
around children. I loved playing
with the babies and younger children
in the family and the neighborhood,
and started baby-sitting as soon as
I was old enough. Before I decided
on a career as a lawyer, I earned a
degree in early childhood education
and even taught for a while.

”

Stephanie visiting the Cliffs of Moher in Ireland (otherwise
known as the Cliffs of Insanity in The Princess Bride)

I spend as much time as I can with my unofficial
god-children and our many nieces and nephews.
To them, I am Aunt Stephanie, Aunt Stephie, Aunt
Steph, Auntie Steph, and Miss Stephanie. During
the pandemic, my nieces became FaceTime pros
and we spent a lot of time playing board games
from our homes across the state. Now that we can
be together in-person again, I’m making up for lost
time!

Stephanie’s first trip snowshoeing

While I don’t claim to be good at any sport, I am
always up for the fun and the challenge. Through
adulthood, I have played softball, baseball,
kickball, and ultimate frisbee. I also love to ski and
snowshoe. For several years, I spent several nights
a week learning aerial arts (such as trapeze, aerial
hoop, and aerial silks). I’m always up for trying
something new.

Most of all, I enjoy spending time with those I love, whether that’s out and about doing
something active or cuddled up on the couch reading or watching a movie together. I can’t
wait to have a child to love and cuddle, play with and teach.
Stephanie playing baseball at Cardinals Fantasy Camp

About Matt

“

I never grew out of love of
learning and exploration. I’m
just as curious as I was when
I was a kid.

M

y mother was a teacher and my father
was a lawyer, so books and learning
were a huge part of my life from the very
beginning. I would read endlessly, often
getting into trouble because I would be
awake reading by flashlight after bedtime. My
library card became one of my most prized
possessions. In addition, my siblings and I
were lucky enough to have the opportunity to
travel when we were kids. We went to Mexico
and Europe and all around the United States. I
discovered that I loved the feeling of learning
and exploration that comes from being in a
new place. It was the same feeling I had when
I read books.

Wet and cold won’t keep
Matt from going out skiing!

Matt and Flat Stanley out skiing in Utah

Travel and learning are just as central
to my life now as they were when I was
young. Many of my most memorable
moments in my life are from my travels
around the world. Between these kinds of
adventures, I love to hike and to ski and
to be outside in nature. And I still almost
always have a book near to hand, learning
from the experiences of others and seeing
the world through their eyes. I aspire to
write a book myself one day, and hope to
share my curiosity with a child. I want to
see the world through their eyes, to travel
with them to the places they dream about,
and to give them memories that they’ll
have for a lifetime.

One of Stephanie’s favorite photos of Matt, taken on safari

Matt puts up with Stephanie’s attempts at cute selfies. This is
an expression she sees often when he’s humoring her
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Our home is located just about a
mile from the center of town. Our
neighborhood doesn’t get much
traffic, so it is perfect for families with
children. The local radio host lives on
our street and has appointed herself
neighborhood social chair, organizing
potlucks and other group activities.
A walking and biking trail system
runs through the neighborhood and
connects our home to schools and the
center of town without crossing major
streets.

Our Home

W

e live in a beautiful three-story,
four-bedroom home with views
of the mountains from all sides. From
the front porch, you can watch the
colors of the sunset spread across the
horizon. From the back deck we can
see the slopes of the ski resort. The
kitchen, living room and dining room
are all connected. It was designed by
the previous owners for spending time
together as a family and it serves that
function very well.

Matt and our niece Nalah playing
Stratego at our dining room table

Stephanie teaching the nieces how to make the traditional family Christmas cookies in our kitchen!

Lulu loves visiting the river that runs
through the heart of our town

We have chosen to make our home in the mountains of Colorado because of all of the
opportunities it gives us to spend time outdoors. In the summer, there’s camping and hiking,
and in the winter, skiing and snowshoeing. Plus, the town itself is amazing. There are always
events going on, like the weekly farmer’s market, the free concert series or more unusual things
like guided hikes for wildflower enthusiasts or Spanish language lessons provided by native
speakers who live here. But more important than any of that is how cohesive and supportive it
is as a community. It’s a wonderful place to live and would be a wonderful place for a child to
grow up.

Matt on our hike overlooking our town

Stephanie took the nieces to the ski hill
across the street when they came to visit
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Our Family

ur families are full of children and full of energy. We are all excited to add another to
the mix!

Stephanie grew up with one older brother. He and his wife also live in Colorado with their
twelve-year-old twin daughters (who can’t wait to have a cousin to baby-sit). They also
became guardians to the son of a family friend, so we also have a nephew in his midtwenties who lives in Idaho.
Growing up in St. Louis, where Stephanie’s parents still live in her childhood home, her
extended family was always together. Both sets of grandparents and most of her cousins
lived nearby. Now her family is spread out across the country, from Washington State to
Florida and many places in between.

Christmas with Stephanie’s side of the family

Matt has an older brother and a younger sister, who each have four children (ages 3-15). Along
with Matt’s mom, they all live in St. Louis. Matt’s dad owns a bed and breakfast in Mexico.
Matt’s extended family is also spread out across the country and the world, but many of them
remain in St. Louis and in Wisconsin (where his mom grew up).

All of Matt’s side of the family -- we discovered it’s hard enough to get a photo with 7 adults,
but adding 8 kids made it impossible for everyone’s eyes to be open at the same time!

Other than Matt’s dad, our parents are all retired. Stephanie’s parents love to travel, usually
somewhere warm and sunny with sandy beaches. Matt’s mom loves her hobbies. She always
sends hand-made cards to her loved ones for special occasions, makes blankets and beanies
as a comfort for hospitalized children and is a member of a number of craft circles. All of
them will be so excited to have another grandchild to spoil and love!

Our Interests

Sports: When it comes to sports, we are a
house divided. Even though we both grew
up in St. Louis, Matt changed his affiliations
during his 10 years in Chicago and is a huge
Bears fan. Stephanie is a ridiculous Cardinals
fan, even going to Fantasy Camp the past few
years to play baseball with retired Cardinals
players!
Cooking: We love to cook together. Matt was
already an amazing cook when we started
dating and he has been teaching Stephanie,
who previously ate a lot of take-out.

Matt & Stephanie at Robben Island in South Africa, where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned
for 18 years before becoming President of South Africa after apartheid ended

Travel: We have both always loved to
travel. Stephanie has traveled through
Western Europe, Ireland and Thailand.
Matt has visited 49 of the 50 states,
dozens of countries, and even climbed
Mt. Kilimanjaro. After we started dating,
we continued our travels together.
We’ve visited eastern Europe and
southern Africa, including a safari
in Botswana. For our first Christmas
together, Matt bought Stephanie a
scratch off map to frame and hang on
the wall so that we could keep track of
where we’ve been together. We can’t
wait to share our love of learning about
new places and cultures with a child!

Stephanie decided to goof around and
wear a unicorn onesie skiing one day!

Stephanie has taken to throwing
together a marinade from scratch and
baking bread, pretzels and coffee cake
with her sourdough starter. Matt handles
the pasta making and reminds Stephanie
that vegetables can taste good!
Holidays: Matt’s favorite holiday
is Thanksgiving and Stephanie’s is
Christmas. We now trade-off between
traveling to St. Louis to be with our
families and having them come out
to Colorado. Last year, Stephanie’s
family decided to meet in Cancun for
Christmas!

Thank You!
T

hank you for taking the time to
get to know us and our story
through this book. We thank you for the
thoughtfulness, love and care you are
giving your child by choosing a family to
adopt and love her or him.
If you choose us, we promise to give
your child the best life we can. We
promise to provide an amazing life full
of love, nurturing and acceptance to
your child and a world full of opportunity
through education, travel and adventure.
We hope to stay in touch with you over
the years, if you wish, so that the child
can stay rooted in his or her background
and can see the love you gave and
sacrifices you made to give your baby
the life she or he deserves.
Thank you for considering us as
potential adoptive parents for your child.

Adoption Choices of Colorado
www.adoptionchoices.org
303-670-4401
bretrum@adoptionchoices.org

