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Dear

Placing your child with 

an adoptive family is an 

incredibly difficult decision 

We want to thank 
you for reviewing our 

profile.

to make, and we honor the bravery and compassion it 

took for you to get to this point. You are giving another 

couple the opportunity to become parents, which is one of 

the greatest gifts someone could offer. We are hoping for 

an open adoption where we can maintain a level of open 

communication with you. Thank you so much for taking 

the time to read our profile and get to know us more.

If chosen, we are prepared to raise 
your child with so much love, and we 

can’t wait to be parents.

Five things we 

W I L L  T E A C H  O U R 
F U T U R E  C H I L D

A love of theater and 

performing arts

-

How to roast a chicken

-

Friends are the family you 

get to choose

-

The importance of 

kindness and open 

communication

-

It’s okay to feel sad  

or angry

WAITING FOR THE DUMPLINGS 
TO ARRIVE AT OUR FAVORITE 

CHINESE RESTAURANT

GETTING A (COLD) 
BREATH OF FRESH AIR



We met and started 

dating in June 

2010 after being 

introduced by Ben’s 

former roommate, 

who also happened to 

be Michael’s coworker. 

Ben was flirting, but he 

was so bad at it that 

Michael had no idea. 

H O W  W E  M E T

We’re big fans of all 

the region has to offer, 

especially the proximity 

to nature (and the great 

weather). We can’t wait to share our love of the outdoors with your child and 

take them camping and hiking, and to explore the world with them. 

Michael proposed to Ben one Wednesday night in 2016 while Ben was in 

the middle of making chicken enchiladas. Ben said yes (woohoo!), and we 

decided to get married back east, so that as many of our family members 

could be there as possible. Our wedding ceremony and reception were 

held in Stony Point, New York, in 2018. We knew we wanted to be married 

The Beginning

before we started a family, and if the amount of time spent 

quarantining together during the Coronavirus pandemic has 

taught us anything, it’s that we’re ready to be parents. 

We make each other laugh, and we compromise daily with 

everything from who is responsible for which household 

chores to what movie we should watch.

We’re both native New Yorkers, but 
we’ve been living in the Denver 

Metro Area since the fall of 2016. 

We’re best friends, and we can. 
not. wait. to share the journey of 

parenthood together.

OUT FOR 
AN AUTUMN 

HIKE

CHECKING OUT A WATERFALL



Whenever we travel we make it a point to explore museums, 

and we love visiting museums closer to home here in Colorado, 

whether they are focused on art, history, air and space, or 

science. 

Road trips are a favorite pastime of ours. Some of our 

fondest memories include trips to Grand Teton National Park 

in Wyoming and visits up and down the Atlantic Coast in New 

England, stopping at seafood shacks in Maine. Of course, our more recent 

stomping grounds of Colorado offer so many spots worth exploring, and 

lately we have enjoyed visiting the Salida/Buena Vista area and camping near 

Estes Park. 

Watching TV is one of our favorite ways to connect and unwind, and we 

also love going to the movies. Michael likes watching thrillers, while Ben 

tends to prefer something light and fun—nothing that will keep him up at 

night. We love awards shows in all their cheesy glory, and we try to see all 

the movies that are nominated for the Oscars each year, usually having a 

watch party at our place with friends where we fill out a ballot and wager a 

few dollars to keep things interesting.

We both love music, 

and our house is 

often filled with 

the sounds of our 

favorite albums. 

We’re big fans of 

Broadway musicals, and 

we spend a lot of time 

listening to our most 

loved cast recordings 

in the car (Hamilton, 

Chicago, and Hairspray 

are some of our 

favorites). We are also 

huge, unapologetic fans 

of Taylor Swift, and 

we’ve seen Carly Rae 

Jepsen in concert twice.

W E  L O V E  M U S I C !

Our 
Hobbies

WE HAVE A VARIETY OF 
INTERESTS THAT WE 

ENJOY TOGETHER!

THE COLOR CHANGE IN COLORADO

WHAT SHOULD WE 
LISTEN TO TODAY?



About Our

Values

We are so grateful that we’re 

pursuing this path at a time 

when open adoption has 

become the norm. We want to 

offer your child every opportunity 

to learn about who they are, 

including their heritage and how 

they came into our lives, and open 

adoption makes that possible. 

Both our local and extended 

communities include parents 

of every age range, and we 

anticipate relying on and learning 

from their experiences as we raise 

your child and develop parenting 

philosophies that are unique to us 

and our family. 

Political engagement at the national, state, 

and local levels is incredibly important to us, 

and we try to stay up to date on the news. 

An old-fashioned newspaper is delivered to 

our house on Sundays, a tradition Ben can’t 

bring himself to part with. It’s just not the 

same to read it online! And besides, Michael 

likes to page through the Book Review 

section. 

Another value that we hope to pass on 

to your child is how much we value our 

relationships with our friends and family. We 

try to be supportive of friends and coworkers. 

Ben is a peacemaker, and always tries to 

facilitate communication in any group that he 

is a part of. Michael is a bit more introverted, 

but he’s also very social and always sees the 

best in people.

CUTTING THE CAKE AT 
OUR WEDDING

WATCHING TV AND 
READING THE PAPER

PREPARING TO 
MARCH IN THE 
DENVER PRIDE 

PARADE



T A C O  N I G H T !  B E N 
M A K I N G  T O R T I L L A S 
W I T H  O U R  N E P H E W

Meet

BY MICHAEL
Ben

Ben has so 
much love to give 

and share. He 
devotes a ton of 
it to his friends 
and family, and 
he can’t wait to 
devote it to your 

child soon,  
as well.

Ben’s best quality might be his humor, his 

incredible cooking skills in the kitchen, the 

way he can hold a conversation with just about 

anyone, or how he falls asleep on the couch while 

watching episodes of House Hunters—the list 

goes on and on! He speaks so fondly and excitedly 

about the people in his life. If he’s not laughing 

over shared family stories with his parents, Ben 

might be baking several batches of cookies to 

ship to a friend who’s going through a hard time. 

Some of his closest friends are scattered across 

the country, but Ben refuses to let that result in 

their growing apart—he hosts regular Zoom dates, 

virtual games nights, and catch-up phone calls. 

Ben is always planning his next meal 

(sometimes the next two or three). 

He loves to cook, try new recipes, 

and most of all to feed loved ones. 

He first gained a love for cooking 

while spending time in the kitchen 

with his mom, helping her bake cakes 

and cookies or assisting with dinner 

preparation. They still love cooking 

together whenever they get the 

chance. He can’t wait to pass on a 

love of cooking to your child. 

BEN ENJOYING THE 
VIEWS OF BARCELONA

RUNNING 
THE NYC 

MARATHON!



M A K I N G 
P O T A T O 

L A T K E S  F O R 
H A N U K K A H

A note 
about 

becoming 
a dad from 

Ben

• TRA
D

IT
IO

N

S ARE IMPOR
T

A
N

T  
TO US!

This or That

D O  Y O U  P R E F E R

1 ANIMAL Alpaca

1  WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO READ 

Cookbooks

1 BEST DISH Chicken Wings

1 BROADWAY MUSICAL Hamilton

1 CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT Podcasts

1  CHILDREN’S BOOK Cloudy With a 

Chance of Meatballs

1  CHILDREN’S TV SHOW The Muppet 

Show

1 DESSERT Bread Pudding

1 DREAM JOB Recipe Developer

1 GAME Blackjack

1  HISTORICAL FIGURE YOU WANT 
TO MEET John Lennon

1  PREFERRED EXERCISE Running

1 HOLIDAY Thanksgiving

1  ICE CREAM FLAVOR Strawberry

1 MOVIE GENRE Animation

1  MUSICAL ARTIST Talking Heads

1  PLACE TO TAKE A CHILD The 

Zoo

1  READING MATERIAL Newspaper

1  SEASONAL ACTIVITY Frying 

Latkes for Hanukkah

1  SENTIMENTAL KEEPSAKE My 

grandmother’s measuring cup

1  FAVORITE INTERNATIONAL TRIP 

TOGETHER Mexico City

1 SPORTS TEAM Go Mets!

1 SUBJECT IN SCHOOL English

1 SUPERHERO The Fantastic Four

1  SUPERPOWER YOU’D LIKE TO HAVE 

Telekinesis

1  VACATION SPOT Anywhere I can 

swim in the ocean

1  WHAT YOU LIKE TO COLLECT Vinyl 

Records

1  WHAT DOES A PERFECT DAY LOOK LIKE 
TO YOU Wake up early, make brunch 

for everyone in the house, and then 

go out for a hike in the afternoon

1  ZODIAC SIGN Sagittarius

NETFLIX OR YOUTUBE
Youtube

CALL OR TEXT
Call

SNEAKERS OR SANDALS
Sneakers

MUSIC OR PODCASTS
Podcasts

MOVIE AT HOME OR AT THE THEATER
At the theater

SWEET OR SAVORY
Savory

BEACH LIFE OR CITY LIFE
City life

I can’t wait for our family to 

grow, and to give a little one 

a safe, loving home and a life 

where they know they are  

loved and cared for. 

FINALLY GOT 
YEAST DURING 
THE PANDEMIC!

SEGWAY TOUR OF BARCELONA



Michael is from Upstate New York. He is so excited to 

raise your child and give them all the same opportunities 

he received to live a full, rewarding life, whether that’s 

helping with tough homework, singing along to Top 

40 radio hits in the car, creating decorations for all the 

different holidays, and everything in between.

Michael, who played the Tin Man in his high school’s 

production of The Wiz, really loves the theater, and 

can’t wait to pass the love of theater on to your child, 

taking them to see musicals as soon as they are  

old enough. 

Meet

BY BEN
Michael

Michael is kind, 
supportive, 

and, when he’s 
around friends 

and family, a 
little goofy. He 
is a voracious 

reader, and he 
tends to finish 

a book every 
week. He even 
works in book 

publishing. 

M I C H A E L  B R I B E S 
O U R  N I E C E  W I T H  A 

T R E A T

One of the things that Ben really 

admires and loves about Michael 

is that he has been sober for 14 

years. He stopped drinking during 

college, and his journey to sobriety 

was difficult for him and his loved 

ones. What is most impressive is 

how much time and energy Michael 

spends volunteering in the sober 

community and paying forward the 

support he has received there.

GREAT FIT BUT MICHAEL’S NOT 
SURE ABOUT THE COLOR

NO CAMPING TRIP IS COMPLETE 
WITHOUT A S’MORES SESSION



Meet

M I C H A E L 
G E T T I N G  R E A D Y 
F O R  T H E  S H O W 

T O  S T A R T  A T 
T H E  C O L O R A D O 
S H A K E S P E A R E 

F E S T I V A L

A note 
about 

becoming 
a dad from 

Michael

• WE LOVE
 S

U
P

P
ORTING THE T

H
E

A
TE

R

1 ANIMAL Monkey

1  WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO READ Jane 

Austen

1 BEST DISH Tex-Mex Meat Loaf

1 BROADWAY MUSICAL Waitress

1  CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT Reruns of 

Gilmore Girls

1  CHILDREN’S BOOK Superfudge

1  CHILDREN’S MOVIE Beauty and the 

Beast

1 DESSERT Ice Cream

1 DREAM JOB English Teacher

1 GAME Uno

1  HISTORICAL FIGURE YOU WANT 
TO MEET Emily Dickinson

1  PREFERRED EXERCISE Yoga

1 HOLIDAY Christmas

1  ICE CREAM FLAVOR Chocolate

1  MOVIE GENRE Romantic 

Comedy

1  MUSICAL ARTIST Kelly Clarkson

1  PLACE TO TAKE A CHILD 

Bookstore

1  READING MATERIAL 

Paperbacks

1  SEASONAL ACTIVITY Ice Skating

1  SENTIMENTAL KEEPSAKE High school 

yearbook

1  FAVORITE INTERNATIONAL TRIP 
TOGETHER Florence, Italy

1 SPORTS TEAM I’d rather read a book

1 SUBJECT IN SCHOOL English

1 SUPERHERO Spider-Man

1  SUPERPOWER YOU’D LIKE TO HAVE 

Flight

1  VACATION SPOT Ocean City, New 

Jersey

1  WHAT YOU LIKE TO COLLECT Old 

issues of Entertainment Weekly

1  WHAT DOES A PERFECT DAY LOOK LIKE 
TO YOU We sleep in, chat and linger 

over coffee, and then see a matinee 

of a play or musical

1  ZODIAC SIGN Aries

This or That

D O  Y O U  P R E F E R

CALL OR TEXT
Call

HOT OR ICED COFFEE
Hot coffee

SNEAKERS OR SANDALS
Sandals

MUSIC OR PODCAST
Music

FRUIT OR VEGETABLES
Fruit

SWEET OR SAVORY
Sweet

BEACH LIFE OR CITY LIFE
Beach life

Parenthood has always been in 

the forefront of my mind when 

picturing my future. I’m a pretty 

lucky fella knowing I will get to fulfill 

my dreams with Ben as my partner. 

MICHAEL ENJOYING SOME R&R 
ON A CAMPING TRIP WITH  

A CANINE FRIEND

MICHAEL LOVES 
TO UNWIND 

WITH A PUZZLE



Ben loves to spend all day during the weekend in the kitchen, setting up meals 

for the week or trying out a new recipe. He bakes a loaf of sourdough bread at 

least once per week—it’s time-consuming but soothing. He loves to learn more 

about new cultures through food, whether that means planning out all our meals on 

vacation or just driving across town to try out a new Chinese restaurant. 

Michael’s favorite spots in our home are the dedicated yoga area in our 

bedroom, where he practices via online videos, and the couch, where he can 

curl up with a good book or binge-watch Gilmore Girls. In fact, our neighborhood 

even resembles that show’s setting of Stars Hollow, which is something Michael 

mentions to every visitor we host!

Welcom
e

To Our Home

A  F E W  P L A C E S

we love in our
community!

The ice cream place 

nearby

-

The library, we love to 

pick out new books and 

cookbooks

-

All of the hiking trails

-

The neighborhood 

diner, sometimes you 

need the perfect burger 

or BLT

-

The downtown 

area, there is always 

something fun going on

We live in the Denver Metro Area, and 

we love it here. The weather truly makes 

it a four-season playground, and we love 

camping in the warmer months and taking 

walks in the snow when the weather gets 

colder. It’s so easy to drive out to the 

mountains for a quick hike on the weekend, 

something we can’t wait to do with your 

child in the future. We also love to go away 

for the weekend and explore mountain 

towns like Salida, Buena Vista, or Ouray. 

THE SNOW 
DOESN’T 

STOP US FROM 
GETTING OUT 

FOR A HIKE!

MAKING 
HOMEMADE 

BREAD!

WE LOVE THE 
OUTDOORS

BEN LOVES AN 
AUDIENCE IN THE 

KITCHEN!



Loved Ones

Michael has a huge, incredibly loving family. He has one younger brother, and 

they were very close growing up and remain so. He is going to be the best uncle 

ever. Although Michael’s parents are divorced, they were both hugely influential, 

loving, and devoted caregivers and they remain on good terms with one another. 

Both have re-partnered, and he is close with all four sides of his family: father’s, 

mother’s, stepfather’s, and stepmother’s. The divorce of his parents provided 

the unexpected benefit of more people in his life who love and support him—the 

extended clan of stepparents, stepsiblings, and stepcousins adore Michael, and 

we know they’ll love your child even more. 

We both have large extended families, though Michael’s is a bit bigger (he 

has thirty first cousins on his dad’s side alone). Our clans are filled with smart, 

funny, and caring people. We both grew up traveling with our extended 

families, which is a tradition we hope to continue with your child. 

Ben’s family is a tight-knit group who 

travel together often. We both cherish 

these trips. Ben is very close with his 

parents, who live in New York City, and 

his older brother, who lives with his wife 

and their 4-year-old twins in Brooklyn. We 

get to see the twins on FaceTime weekly, 

and it’s often the highlight of our week. 

When we started dating, Ben’s 

brother and his now sister-in-

law were his roommates, which 

meant that Michael got to know 

them really well. Michael is very 

close with them and they are so 

excited to become uncle and 

aunt to your child. 

VACATION WITH BEN’S PARENTS, BROTHER, 
SISTER IN-LAW AND THEIR TWINS

BUNDLED 
UP WITH 

BEN’S 
PARENTS

WITH OUR NIECE AND NEPHEW

ROCKIES VS 
METS GAME WITH 
MICHAEL’S DAD

SAFETY FIRST ON A BREWERY 
TOUR WITH MICHAEL’S MOM 

AND STEPDAD

BEN AND 
OUR 

NEPHEW 
WALKING 
THROUGH 
THE PARK!

WE LOVE 
READING 
STORIES 
TO OUR 

NIECES AND 
NEPHEWS!



Before

You Go

Thank you for taking 
the time to review our 

profile and learn a 
little more about us! 

Becoming parents and raising a child (or 

children) is an important goal for both of us, 

and we’re so excited and ready to welcome 

a little one into our lives. We can promise to 

provide a loving, safe, educational, fun, and 

progressive home with many opportunities for 

your child to grow and become the best version 

of themselves. Your child will be welcomed with 

open arms by a loving extended family, as well.

We’d love to learn about you 

and your hopes for what an 

open adoption might look like. 

The partnership between birth 

and adoptive parents is very 

unique, so we welcome any 

questions you might have.

W I T H  L O V E  A N D  G R A T I T U D E ,

Ben & Michael

To learn more 

P L E A S E  C O N T A C T

Adoption & Surrogacy  
Choices of Colorado

Call   

 303-670-4673  (HOPE) 

Text   

720-371-1099

T
O

 L
EARN MOR

E

  

 Contact
1


